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In this Winter Edition, we can also find an article 

about something truly ñdifferentò which unfolded over 

a period of some weeks in the life of St Stephenôs. 

Betty Jacobsô project to create a special Pentecostal 

Cloth certainly involved challenges, as the whole 

church family was involved, whatever each individu-

alôs level of artistic talent might be! Betty gives us her 

special ñtakeò on exactly what this project involved ï 

and we now have a beautiful and unique cloth to 

grace our Communion Table. 

   

When we consider the idea of ñfellowship beyond our 

own community of faithò, there immediately comes to 

mind the work of the Early Bird Caf® and the out-

reach of our church to the homeless and the margin-

alised. One special example of this desire to serve 

the wider community in a very practical way has been 

the involvement of quite a number of members in 

knitting beanies for the homeless. Readers cannot 

fail but be inspired by the dedicated work of the keen 

knitters of St Stephenôs! 

 

Another example of the fact that members of our con-

gregation like to ñpush the boundariesò and do some-

thing different to benefit our community can be found 

in the article about Florence Bell, and her faithful 

commitment over the years to collecting used stamps 

from her wide circle of friends and acquaintances. 

Readers can find out more about Florenceôs special 

commitment to such a good cause in this issue. 

 

Finally, we would like to pay a special tribute to three 

former members of St Stephenôs, whose faith moti-

vated them to serve our church faithfully over many 

years:  Marjorie Rowlands, Shirley Forrest and Ruth 

Ponniah. We extend our sincere sympathy to all their 

families and friends, whilst at the same time we cele-

brate the long and fruitful lives which these three in-

spirational women led. 

Janice Dawson  

O 
ver recent months, St Stephenôs has been the 

centre of a variety of missional and outreach 

activities, as well as an oasis of peace. It 

seemed fitting therefore that we should choose the fol-

lowing words as our theme for this issue: Pushing the 

boundaries: fellowship beyond our own community of 

faith. 

 

The act of worship presents us all with the opportunity to 

experience the peace of our worship space. We are able 

as well to ñpush the boundariesò through varied experi-

ences during each service of the expression of our faith. 

In this issue, we only have space to focus on one  

special service ï the one which took place to commem-

orate Anzac Day. 

 

One of the highlights of the past three months has been 

the visit of a large number of the St Stephenôs congrega-

tion to Narromine, to share fellowship with the members 

of the local Uniting Church over the long week-end in 

June. All the St Stephen's folk who participated were 

shown wonderful hospitality by the members of the  

Narromine Uniting Church congregation. Narromine put  

together a most interesting program ï and it would be 

hard to say which was the best activity. There was the 

fantastic visit to the Royal Flying Doctor Service Centre 

near the Dubbo airport, and the demonstration of sheep 

shearing at a country property, followed by a huge bon-

fire and a delicious barbecue meal on the Saturday 

night. The Sunday morning service was a special time of 

worship, during which the Rev Ken preached a great 

sermon which was much appreciated by all. The ladies 

of the Narromine congregation provided wonderful 

meals for us; but best of all was the fellowship we all 

shared (and the laughter!). The different and varied  

experiences which made up ñThe Narromine Visit of 

2021ò have been recounted in this issue by some mem-

bers of our congregation, as they recall how we experi-

enced ñfellowship beyond our own community of faithò. 



 о 


