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St Stephen’s Uniting Church in the city
Founded in 1842 in the Presbyterian tradition,

now a congregation of the Uniting Church in Australia.
Built upon the one Lord Jesus Christ.
Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey,

you are welcome here.
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“In this®,
to*gs,ther g Apologies that Thursday prayer did not arrive.
National § tion week The best laid schemes o' Mice an' Men, Gang aft agley.

In this

= 2gether

THE BIBLE READING

The Coming of the Holy Spirt
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at would mi ss about not gatheri,“ cally
for urch each week, | would have | I SUSEEEEEUIiIite a fe:
thlngs. Primarily among them would have been sing-
Ing praises together, sharing in commumpeon and join-
ing in fellowship following the service.

There is one thing I am close to certain that | woul
Woltave included on that [|SESSEEEEeSsS D 0N S VECSSREEERER" M S .

flave not hing against a regsponsive Psalm, S it is n.
an el ement of the |iturgy with which | have ever f el
particular resonance. Depending in some par te upohm
how practised the congregation i s, I have found that
can either sound syncopated and awkward, or take

on an al most robotic hum.

And yet, here we are in June, al most 3 mont hs since
Meer "gat hered InEEper son, a [NEESEEEa think;ﬂﬁ—ﬂ-.!? how
efncour aging it will be t GESONEE daye O I n agaln with
voices of the faithful i pSspeakingissre WOl S t he
Psal ms together . nHOWwWe v er EESHNSO [ OSINESSORES SICery a1 e |
There is power i n Sthis s EEREe a2 Coi We are not just
reading words from a scr gen but we ar e Wh_fessing to
the promises of God thatBhave not change@i n the

o u'sia.ndss “of y.ear’s since“they were recor@ed.

are speaking anci ent U ” praise toaiur King and
we are decl aring agasuet hat ,,gq} _pu - ust i
Loriawhen we f eel Him near and wh He ‘-¢

far away; when the suhsi & sShini and when the

storms r'%se; whein s are_'lJrrounded y bl essi ny

when we are suf f ociatuesd bky

In times of difficulty ol nt yen'd sadifess a
pain, God cal |l sEEIISEEEEEH & I ars before Him, to
|l ean on Him and to pray B to Hi m. There are

l ot of t hings *INEEEEEEEORS: | . And just as many
things that | shoul d | ay [ f eet of Jesus.

What follows is partly a@sper s GN reflection, partly
responsive psalm (based on . 31 ) easndeep artly a
"prayer of the peopl e’ We can say it togethe
somet i me.
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am worried.

[ am worried that | have
as | could have.

[ am worried that when tt
wi || not have changed, n c
not have become more | i ke

Congregation: But | trust in yo

Toget heWe: pray in faith that Yol
heart s, even now, transf c
closer to You.

We pray that we wil/| not

make disciples.

We pray that in each secc
each hour of each day we

and not our own.

Leader :Praise be to the Lord, f
wonders of Hi s | ove when
siege.

Congregdant imyn:al ar m | sai d, "=l ar
Yet you heard my cry for
you for hel p.

Toget heBre: strong and take heart,
Lord.

Katherine Buchan
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Wev¥e found that with the enverskarswe wndlplaclkeawde o urf e
that we now have more time Ifeocct: when we are abl e®&to w
church building again.

Reflecting moresd@¥Weptdy

Each week we | ook f oftwad a
Online Home Wor &thhift RRtsé
Weekly NewoesndSlieheetd ed Pr aye
Resoudtcheast are prepared by

become an essential part
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ways delivered with such

|l ovely to see members of
ing in the Bible readings
to still feel connected t
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fiyoutowbheeos on Sunday morn
family devotions. We find
together wthecCnprel deely
with us. He | ooks forwar d§
unable to attend church f [N

It is also in the current quieter tI ave
more time to pray @anIdO\/[ree.d|WegotneneoCnt iGand With our church
really treasure the pe&ce apd. reassurance of God

_ _ er e ay’s
presence in our |ives.

Whil e not being able to ph

Ar;pre0|::;t|r.1q the many bIeSSi'sngrr?arvellous that we have
that Go gl ves us know people a | ot more thr
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We are in good health and Cta'r_nogl’i nsehal're_'npaq nsst %a't %S hav

while working in the | ocal uo'stpeltkanl('-’.wIng where the co
Through the use of technoIoAglyonV\rc]e V\étlrteh aobtlheertso’ kWeeéspgriena

easy contact with family anpdhofnrel ecnadlsl.S as she checks

the congraegatuieorexpr &ssioovr

We have a war m, comfortablewhomle whereI Iwe 1i_ve|‘ ol
together as a |l oving family.e a soArea y ~ €nnjaolylon reveaa el |
l ettersGwthbulgénf ul me s s ag

I'n May this year t\/(}MedcdeiInegbraitrpgd Pius’ ofli rky sense of hu
Anniversary. We especially fgdnyje y haguksz teds Godd ffoun ac
our very happy marriage and the |l ove in Christ that
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Finding ways to have fun and
enjoying the world around wus

As having fun is an ess-enti al component of QLS Y ¥ B pO2

being, we are enjoying simple pleasures at home i n-
cluding; cooking and baking, plaving and | istening_
music, and watching old fayi@uiGbtdeoéi tooms and

movi es.

\C/;Veaare 1;|dnd|ng r;or(\aN t i me t)Skuénpgprt?oC'ﬁ:ahteel ﬁt(nEu%ea%?zﬁ”ing
o] wor. .aroun - e are tiJe'ann_g Siob_ne%1i9\'\45a§'l)(518a6_n5 .
are noticing the increase n wildlife, especially i
bushland along the river. [he cleaner air is fantatg
Duri ng otctkidgwevmi od, we have plee@COn&ps weld U™ [JECEU &
to take up the challenge olgefAgatinwd@ich!l ayy amd:
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Even though our day to day|di®
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worl d and that He is a God Ol TOVEe, compasslton anda
peace. It is through His |l ove that we are sustained
and our prayer for a world in distress is expressed

the words of the following hymn. Graham and Caroline Penn
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Isuppddsebeltter get dressed.(a birthday, East &r ,DaAnNzac

What wi | | I wear today? Al | in isolation!

Who cares! Ifn well over 60 you see

Neone will see me anyway! And considered vulnerable
Family came for picnics ou

My days are so busy, | havelra wiltehn door s and wi ndows

And a |list as long as my arNw cuddles or kisses from

I regularly change my acti VAintdy di stances kept as dict

And cross off the things | have done.

But my soul sings out in alMyrrmhife is so full and bus

Where are my friends? I havegnot time to be bored.

Where is my voice? How come | feel | onely and

My singing has all but stopVWed.should | crave anythin
Why do the tears just fl ow

[on still not dressed! Why do | c¢cry out to God fo

g

;

&

Iin supposed to be out in thBoghrdemmooefeht, just a h
& part of my plan every moHenigigveast t8hem to me! Ahh t
Andéd i 9 already

And the chooks should be | etooomntantdo Dsucor,atecma.i | , Dbl ogs
Are the tools | wuse to wea

Yesterday | dressed The threads that tie us to

I n good jeans! Into a quilt that keeps my

And visited my daughter (f drroan cviepgas)hi ng into thin a

We sat in the garage (it was raining)

With the door wide open andvguinade boes aheggi |l ts!

It was my first outing in 10 weeks

Such a joy to get in the cdWve added achievements to |

To have a reason to dress, Aamdd wmad crheeedt .t hose of ot her
With Netflix, YouTube and

Significant times have been csepleentdr antyede,veni ngs throug



Zoom |l ive pi
Recorded Zoo
Zoom church
Zoom patchwo

|l ates with my iBustt rGoat chra,s pl ans of hi's
m church on Sunfdbay,se @y ve@omdtalents for
morning tea on |IWedrhees doanyisy, way | know.
rk group get togethers,

Duo calls with children andogrfaonrdwabtradl de&gmdr essed
Al keep me toget her. Looking ever onward with
To the days ahead,
e found some inspiring créEatibaesdawnlinean sing ag
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