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were able to witness, firsjft |hiammds admesas saemd eh a p phien esios 1akcH re
the adoration and the joy |of] de1d e r5tp edcd aatlh eavred tr.e d Ur rweacstp i
i nspirational, and some t hji ritfyutywrag sofl ad elri fmey dtaemindayl .stidud
remembers it. present, in the ways we | opye

Christmas gift we give to [ h
selves. | am very grateful]t

Of course, the reality of Ithea bid i de wap) fanr if Stoma & ,hep Ftand
tised version that Doug paj nfteded atnfatt hjatph awee SteeCe P Nab |l el t
Christmas cards. Mary and | ols\gHdr wierie PPtOrhawWwee SIHY Chri st m
was born in a barn among ajnimals. There was nothing
spectaculexceptathis,is spelctlacul ar. For the Lauris Harper
birth of a badlgsicniatpseet i mjgnwas
foundation f or Jiafnora nmhaizm,n gh iffsujtnuirrei s
for wus.
So how do we bring Christmlas
|l ess, the disenfranchised,]| t f a
ine, war, who will not havle i -



Christmas

ipis that time of expecta
Advention for both the Chri st
esbsrth and also | ooki
anticipation, to the return of Chri

Recently, to conclude the Worship ¢
ing Advent, we sang the | oiCelry sA ursat
Bush for Hibky AdohmiWheel er & Wil l i a

OAlIl the bell s &
Birds in eVv'ry tree are singing.

Let us in this golden weather,
Gather Christmas bush together.

Christ is born! The angels thunder
Thro' the heavens their tale of wonder

While we pick for His adorning,
Christmas bush th

Hearing and singing these words tr:
my childhood in the 1960s when thr
Australian Carols became very fami/l
children.

These carols were written by John \
|l ooked songwriter, who worked as a
composer William Garnet James. |t ¢
firstiFeee Abtistralianow@hmrei ptuhd s s@ardc
had ever thought of writing carols
Christmas themest baieitd i quigwsen

This set of evocativieEheaCail sl avhicth
fThe Thr eed Dhfeo vRirlsver St adr,Ghilair €t noms t
&M hristmas Bush o ocemli seddomnti mg h
summer and® Awealwahiaf unique ani mal



ously marking the joyous eventgps$ odfd thatnatei wiatve: oWhenr afl vis
published, they were embracedthy ghgiens arnnhnohihceRes he con

across the nation and in 1954 ptwWealrertoer he@at s soft oCarels vie
|l owed, bringing the total number to fifteen. The

music score cover designs featured Australian ani mal s,

plants and the Southern Cross. ChristhasconqueredEviluspown

James & ®h€bdrést mas carols were al-llgartrhaq bE“%[QQKgylrytower
t i d A t I i . | 19578 t h f i .
gtj ?é; qua t huesd rraal Iaan d nno t | o (:g aef yt Q\ilﬁseﬁﬁdahe%rﬁmlgp ﬂ;fglfie\ol-alce
viston Carol Service. Freed at last the world rejoices.

HighlightedChmi sthmasaBwdh of,or His Adorning
the Christmas Bush is one of the

duces flowers over summer (henceotnwardowuhrtrlumﬂ]antChorus

€ChristmagyhBusnasses of creamy col o
form at the end of each branch FQﬁQV\élng;fheeradkafQE%US

shaped seeds that arehappdubaedd

pod. These capsules develop in Sllmglmgthﬁo th?yQQ'iJenhWeather
ca and are one of the EEQE“?;npoiGathr‘ifé”éCﬁnriétmalswéﬁ;@ééﬂhs

butterflies, spiders and beetl es. is thought that the s
were collected, roasted and ground into flour by the Abori
nal people and the wood of larger species used f oFraha®Penn, .
angs. The perfumed fl owers were also used for decoration o
could be soaked in water to extract the nectar and make a

sweet dri nk.

When researching fCmifiogstmmads oBusathofu

Adordikngame upon an interesting a rke

| br ahi i htei tClhed st mas Bush and the

Christmas: Austral i ad nNamhurcehl sCoen|s

tal ks about how el ements from t hef S e
to symbolise a spiritual truth. F at
|l eaves of the Christmas Bush bear , [
Trinity for most of the year. ThelE g il
t hat emerge in October, point to hr
wi se men on their journey. I n the e
white flowers shrivel to form seef r
sepals recalling theésbavlmynbcar‘l’rhieed

transformation of the flowers frof S
becoming human and t he fi@wefip\eaal

wounds on the Cross. Finally, t hefl

December spectacularly stands out -
scape reminds us that it i®& throu s t
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ren our church. We wel co
om the Act for Peace organisation,
is time of worship. After the orga
untry, the choir entered the worsh
rses and tihhee chiorrsutsufadweliuint er | it
y, the third Advent candle, and th
nouncements, |l ed by Pastor Kathryn
alm B50and the children were encou
d choose some Christmas bells or a

e then enjoyed singing t liJoisneg|géer eBaetl
t(Rudol ph -hnbeed®elBei ndeer

the next part of the service, the
eciated by all present, but especi
esentation, children acted out the
ink that | can safely say that we
e birth of Jesus with new eyes. Fo
s hiihhre Virgin Mar yaHdd od Batey cBidy
re invited to go into the old vest
gani sed for them.
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ongregation then had the great
about the work of the Act for
specially in Chennai where Flor
particular the stories of two
outh of I ndia, following the vi
s to Act for Peace, these two r
d and move from the refugee canm
However, both men opted to wor
an refugees, and one even moved
rebuilding of his country. I n he
that is being accomplished in so
tralians who donate to Act for Pe
ng provided to refugees but al so
thers and babies. Fl orina conclude
ich included these words (in the E
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children of God,& wkowl | Wi shhapeoplh
aced, oppressed or I|iving in pover
pe and peace.
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At this particular point in the serviis n
happened! The Rev Ken invited all pr h
pick up a paper bagiamd tphugn af isltli ckaeoc=—2
variety of items including a chocol at k,
card, a packet of &S hpgeglehse,s ea gStf tStheapghse _
given to the disadvantaged people who € : Bi
Step®efor breakfast five morni@gsnai waek.
tion was enthusiastic and everyone who was i A c
pack one of these special gift bags. Whi g & in
delighted us all witeakwohodeHBUIl srendi \
There was one more surprise awaiting er
come to the front ané& Karparnttmasf pdh o3
pews were al most empty as everyone w t
ward to be photographed. After the s h
fEver ybody | i kesoatnad ttahkee cea nkfihluidd anygo v e
God onotthieghchori sters processed out, K
our vVvisitors. Members of the congrega; s: 2 st
rendi iDo@omé, O Comepl| Epmdnmebni ficent | 4
very own organist, Mar k Quar mby.
Mo st members and friends of our church . Wi\ af
what proved to be an amazing Ohhe st mas ' S a
Long ®arbd eenjoyed a delicious main cou : pr e
and turkey, with hot vegetables and a "R \ ' a | |
according to the secret recipes of Mg ‘ :
(secret recipes which, by the way, t e
mas desserts iwkhrrei sttomafso | pluodwd ieragn wirt fc
was the favourite, but therecmwearn @l
vari ety -woaft emoiuntgh sl i ces. Special than y
Hospitality Convenor, Margaret, and t ' ' A uc
effort into providing us all with a wd i B en
tance in the kitchen and in the serving : ; . ere
ef fective team of helpers on hand, which ' : Br
Fi sher
What a fantastic Sund&y tAmi sAlwa sAget St /
so many ®urhper ibseeasut i ful Chri st ma&gé dec _ ‘ r cl
wonder f €&l.amd stiten fell owship and fri ‘ :
festive meal. The presence of the Ho t
but reminded us at the same time of t
Christmas, wed cfeantqaetn|l al Iwothnhose we ¢ @ 0
Peace.
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