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(] O Anot her important event i
the Organ and Trumpet Con

@ noon of"'Ntoveentb2r. This was

ute to a former member of

Dickers, who pass@grawayw

hristmas is now just two dWedies udwdyw, fLold gneynbers
en what the year 2020 hasVTPt®u ¢t tihe (S Cvay Serv
anxiety and trouble intolfR&anks igest iRGEMalel ¥ Hn A
alia and around the worl d, we could be forgiven fo
t perhaps experiencing tolnhtehissa medidteigare,e wWeéhaar e i
eling of general peace anwhigoh dwa |ilnwihtie hmemmerss t
th the season. However, tirtua hhymn tand ,t awveexap! &aitn Sw
@&gn do not feel this way, &lothigoheh dwe acswledc i ®d mean
rgiven for adopting this Rann tiudet. ha nfsitresatd twe p @rotk
rward with keen anticipatfiomnug oon hhiss sfpawadwrli ttd meh
en we celebrate the birthward otue dioyadoaerdi rSavmor e
ur, for this birth represiemtaomiewg biegd thend narnsd atso wle
fresh hope and optimism.hyfmns appmealoft g ogeratnali n p
l ebration wil/ no doubt prove to be even more
aningful to us this year,THae HNWer gartdhewerwd tabif@amidy

d friends to remember andJihmdaowynd,heas otMie gAlopieme d
to thdlrhwerRrdi mdewlhod P atcledeauri s reflects on a diff
urce of all our hope. year, and indeed in gener
has not affected country
uris and | suggested to nmeenbleawe amantfadte.n dAl s h,atNa
ey might |ike to write onSttehpd dfodrl oaviwigs iCthrti & ttmaesm

emes for thiWhiSummaspestsseor
rts of the Christma®rstoryhiresionqade wiltlh &mall’l e us
at aspects of Christmas cmdmibdgrad i ®fnhso hrol do g g at i
cul ar si gniTfhiec d mese gfhdrf uyoarras cd e eesn®iunt | @wWiR oWo ad sl
have received will, we fmRerlbarad oM$lel worlrh kwee nki nd
terest and invite some retfHecdtiOomi @N gfoutrhegiarr t|!ji ve
readers will be very inte
spite the restrictions i mphswtd tulpoome uwsaldwed tme mber
v-id, we have had two particularly memorabl e
urch services since the prFiimdliinyg, otf heug WipIrli ntlge Edgu
on. The first such servicfeowBer tmemiCormami @ s ict@ihdgTtg a
the Elder st Ochelbkerqn atntde agtopeni |1 remember Janna D
al guest at Ahdaews 8Mc Cl oadiwars hvdor shi pper at our chu
rtiary Ministry Organiserpbearnt &fydyneygr Presdywred ywas
t HNox@ mber , t h edO& rhreu a | Kmur ski i cn. | n tiWii s0 vead iptaiyo m  osfp
rtan service took place, tamidb unteenbted sJ &amrda fdan & ndesl e
our congregation again wexteerdd® ! d@grhteidndor d@ay md Lte
nder f ul sound of the bagpdmdesi mmngamwtitnelssr t htto her

aring of traditional Scottish kilts an%arﬁcleﬂa\?vsso.n




From) W@ Minister

\Al ar e approaching t h| ab
we I ri se toward §
eferrlng to the grea
Jesus Christ, but my min
on the rising of the 1|if
installed into the St St

ing very soon. So much h
i mproving the building t
cessibility and | ighting
proved. One of the photo
light | owered to the ais
been renewed in their el
efficiency. We are certa
church and thank God for

communi ty.

The words to us in 2020
church in the 50s CE re
Rev Andrew COUIisewdi hgs]|
part of a letter written
a church in Thessalonig

be the ol dest piece ofs
New Testament. The ke
frame a picture of t hag

al ways. Pray constantIf

God of peace. Test t he
teachings with an &ye
stifle/stop inspirati

As | write to you and,
Christmas greetings,
Thessalonians, "with
be part of our daily
advent of Christ.

Rev Ken Day
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this. EVeeenntimry2 1Aust
much of our Christm
features snowfl akes
| arge bearded ¢
winter suit. O1
carols featur e:

A N

I't was al most as
heat for days.
rms, thepni nae vci ot&fadbdmﬁlgricttOenrtcromlEtumﬁ is
had dewasd ad secda seod muicds 0 fh d Mo v e
preciohemiepheirle Thrti e masr cweo
ipped umpileet bbbahkeaat .bePmempged giil
0 keep ke dunsdt robbonls tamei baubl
ould breaohyany bareribert hamd t he
effort thaveemeeea at grAndywhiuhéyg
in the imamedihatl e eviciOmi oysr heis
ver presierte] yandetshedpot édrt malk he
nthg wasdemfforded an instant re

sky resonates With the ch

IterlngSIQI@tnelthteoérInabtlte gPegdeck
elief oditfTo&f &4 éﬁélee'@th g,y,gapgﬁg‘
rted th&f °PRd Great Western



How could such a Christmas DTr%&K MT%hHS on®'t hdkd Mirrigptthe e
ening, sweltering, dirty an®®Salnigkhtosudsenyyhrinel gwegur |
was NSW at the end of Decenfbled ThHt 20%088 tch Pwreh on
mas j w@stsuipsposed to be |ikeP{fgy1 t0o shed a sentimentsa
tional carol s, or | isten t
It was that jarring juxtapOéHrtiisotnmawgﬁi[gdﬂy.ca-,uhseedg|tohrey o
penny to drop for me fiog theyfhd " sSds td e roefaurs @ tiMitho O
l i ke tihtati s we who have Iostzotl@('e BleQlyysWheMmeWe® o6 share
take the grit and the he breathe the acr
suffering out of Chr j stand alongsi de
Christ child was ind geous fire creuw
amongst the muck comfort in the
stabl e. Li ke any centres, to sha
Mary wil/| have f a . and the danger
danger of chil dbi Jesus did not a
Y ouft 0o dodiosts befo
Christ mas, or t
to receive hi m,
di sguise our ha

our weaknesses
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The wonder of Chri st ma:c
into our worl d, | usuts ac
just as we are.
The glory of the Lord v
mas was not an ethereal
the r [ 1t f the real W O
d t he, equaela\y. ryutoh.less :
. ibs 't hat it |ne3|r}]to our
perilouss WifeH e e 0d Move
ri'd into which Jespus was born.
That i s the glorﬁlagharEWrPP@At ma .
ke on human form to come
s lunch tabl es, or
whil e we exchange gifts and



A Muted Year

Irecently bought an abso
is by far the tackiest |
ever owned (and that incl
phase). The top half is f
chiffon black wrap around
waist. So far, so good. B

The base colour of the sk
red or a dark sultry red
associated with &cltdtehitryg.e
t hat Pl ayschool presenter
their primary colours.

Ringed around the border
is a series of badly draw
hanging blyi kebtwbhbeads (r a
wi thout suspensi on, as th
are surrounded by what |
meant to represent snow,
rejected Jackson Poll ock.
At this point, | imagine
of where | am going here,
|l onger as we welcome to t
of this atrocious dress:
pengui nds.g e&tonme wr ong, I
penguins.@® lgegnmastaldoyp wear
person, particularly peng
e

scarves who are dancing w

This is Christmas at i ts

Given my apparent disdain
not, for the record, purc
mi ght be wondering what o
to buy it? Debating the p
guestion has taken up the
- ' ologue over the past few weeks and | finally think

e figured it out.

You see@ askgadume in any
which aspects or parts of
nate with me, | woul d usu

pect ednes &b ioHt InJee scuosmi ng of



Saviour in a stable, the wunlikely parents, the admin

their journey to Bethlehem, the complete |l ack of pom
but the abundance of |l i vestock, the random shepherds
row ticket to an incredible celestial event .

I I ove the hushed-tthlrei mgpd eanfn G@mMmrdi satwma s nspi ri ng

carols, the midnight mass, the I|Iighting of candles,
of Christmas cards, the silence in the car home from
While | am not an unenthusiastic participant in Chri:

and admittedly own quite a few Christmas earrings, [
the sort of person who wears a dress with Christmas

But this year, t h
of person | am.

Because this has
hushed-maa&red by i
uncertainty and s|j
abandoned towns wl|i§
the families sepa
from the ghostly
empty churches wh
out no more. Thisf
ed enough (on Zool}
wi sel)

So this Christmas
to be bold, to be 3
that Christ has c¢ome, hope is at hand, the Saviour i

to wear my awful dr éssguseos st hyaotu pneuospt! er esaayl,y
|l i ke ChoTiostwimash | hadves,| wad Il rdep,] yoecause at
Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus, and witho

woul d have obeen awful!

Despite fire and flood, pandemic and strife, and all
unable to | ook away ufsramcthhd dnews born, to us a son
is given, and the government wil!/| be on His shoul der
called Wonder f ul Counsel or, Mi ghty God, Everlasting |
Peace. And He shall reign forever and ever.

Hal |l el uj ah! Hosanna! Amen!

Katherine Buchan



Personal Christmas [Reveres

Aspects of the Christmas Story which
Resonated this Year

he year 2020 has been unprund eodersteeed ipPd ergen@errcty t hr o

ti mes for the pervading se&dadl®ef iun Bertthd ierhteyn. {Sdiegrh
and loss it has broughtt hteo niamWo l|Vievte st. h er Wi speh rMere t r a
worl d hasoigsonenenawhi ch has béeamuther Bdast as well as
frequently, as governments afnedar eiadietrisalgll Yo.b afl ¥ hyo rhtaivreg
failed to restore the sense barnca@hrtigsatdt §enianget hai s
sought .
And so the Christmas stor
again with a message of t
own journey of faith thro
hope, and encouraged by t
from Lu-K®: 1:78

hr thete der me
On revisiting the Christmas OIStorsyh nh

oh gh
I d u
resonated with me was the Journeﬁ/ f aytnh und Otsq<e|
t'o e h s n
N
n

by the main characters throuogh tdhlf 0cuIt. nd challenn
t

. ) . f ui e our feet
ing situations from the Annuncnatlo an

Mary of
Romany Russell
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Christmas Cel ebrations what hchpil sit mas Cel
Particular Significance t MelWaA to Me

) his year, 1 was lucky enct
hristmas has al ways been ay hVeerQ/oo%ypqé:m'warplcht o€ ¢t heir

of the year to me. Bein%ariag'rims.eedBoidny t?heopChhuarsChpartne
in Tennessee, each year, tl—hoeursei ntouaéndd bies Saoierﬁiinagj to | a
songs sung, plays performed; daddsddssitihe"Misadiadg ac a
enacted and ot her ext.ra evient 8o hddfiod UL e f%%rrsipl%yrbtlvei otl
of our December worship. opportunity to talk about n
Violence Unit at Legal Ai d,

I n addition to these CthCahbofuutncstdpppﬁcﬁr,titmgeraenoaraedvoca
three aspects of Christmasancoelfeapnﬁiauw' 0\Pi§dlheBn§ctes.Bﬁhédama;
particular significance toyohen on ttheupamaéli st Jan Fr
and author Jess Hill and mu

ConnecsiDiueihng the month o7c @Oetcesntdlandg, Wannde at t he t i me
eel an extra special connreeftugen havifragnifllye d nddomest i c
riends, both here in Aust:hearl imotamedr jawn @ enfek vueshsub !l f B g
each out more to people my ndyeptihle Buwntr oourgeh opfh otnhee g u
alls, Facetime chats and abeouti nwasChhraw timawi | I be cel
ards. I also enjoy host  Ghgrifsatnmma sy meNadrtsf Ftpos gmes.f her
ur home a bit more duri npgaskied Che itsaa mmwrsi tsee aas ofnew wor
Surely & ha¢ & aooiGocedi dweonrckes? !

Gi vi-Gigving to others is ar?dntahzérngaswfélcst! of

Christmas that | especial Now nwhiyl.e Wheltohveer Ghr iisst mas
hel ping our children sel ecpl vamm dp wd dvien gg iwWittsh taol If atnh d yt
and people | ess fortunat e amdanbruasndiyd rsrasumen!d)iChag i st mas
time thinking about and s aroefplielcgt ifoorr, ggifvisng,o jgaw eand

00 0 = — —

family and friends. Givingwes eceerlse biroatbee GCrorries tsmas.ent

in my mind during the Ch“ﬁst”]ﬁlosstsekansoov@,' my husband an
religions and someti mes hayv
at times | i ke Chr iShtanmraisn gc atn
Christmas message with him
my faith is a special part

When thinking about what as
brations hold special &ighni
really pinpointiwhartt ircewsloanra:
just how very speci al it is
season with my family and f

Last, but certainly not | czlénsi ooki ®sgehionward Clobricel ed
music is a very special as®tecSt @pMeanmmy €£€basshmas!

enj oy. [ l' i ke very much tDPeIaicset,enI of[voe Saon_mae jtory.a_ditional
more secular carol s, but freally enjoy I|istiening to
spiritual Christmas music. Michael W Smit hARnadBaltns
Amy Grant are two of my fa s - ' e C "s
who have produced a signif6f

mas musi c. Kurt has also d

Christmas music and we en|

music together

Scott Brunelle
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My Faveurtie Achvent [ymmn

ems, songs and hymns. I n

Ceci l poiGntet dronalodp!l ans

O"C‘Z‘""O‘Z“[@“"‘d‘“‘t? : of heaven and the Iife t
: Stood a lowly.c catt[e sﬁcd
.. Where a mother [aid: her: (B

: 7 Recent !l vy, in the Home Wo

qnamangerf _
] Festival of St Andr ew, R
%ry“ﬂ“smatmm'erml s B another o&emofthCéoivid@dshsy
: % I

| s@tst DPed Tumul t

il was deeply trouble
songs children were
ools in Victorian tim
|l dren continued to si
al truth or depth, t h
o adulthood. So Ceci l
|l dren believing that
m the fundamentals of

>TSS CSC TO0 O
® — ~ = = D0

Once in RoyaCiDwavid cecil used the centmal t

Creed to form the basis
which gave children the

love this carol not only Db&#g@dhddbso® fhe dorB Enhridtich Betidfsithat are
ful harmony of the tune, bugybelsasuesqge jonf thhe® creed.
simple but powerful Iyrics. The words speak of the
birth, the Iife, and the ministry of Jesus.
i believe in God the Fat
heaven addck eerftthected in
Once in rasyadi tbavi d hymkl | Things BrigWhoawds
Stood a | owHegd,cattle conceived by the Holy Sp
Where a mother | aid heMarBya'by or ms t he banscies ionf
Il n a manger for His beRaoayal DavyarddVas Cetyci fied
Mary was that mothe
|

Jesus Christ her |

r mhyrdied" is wefldectodd tihme
tt|Rynhherg is a Green Hill

The woOdseofn R&6yLwebDhavid Toda&y,ce in RéyZLEadavindes
written in DHD®4& by sDClelciin Francg&@®eourite car ol sung i
Al exander, wife of William Alwexaddak, ia bieshep&&hbdiev
the Church of Ireland. It wasngdeprbooimesi a shenplel wa

l owing year by the English ogs@gagni attanvndghodedine, h a
hymn composer Henry John Gauniket us.

Cecil was one of the great I rish hymn writers, who
taught profound Biblical truths through their po-



He came down to earth
Who is God and Lord
And his shelter was
And his cradle was

With the poor and medg
Lived on earth our Sp= s o

For He i s ousr pcahtitledrhng

Day by day | i ke wus
He was |little, weak
Tears and smiles | ik
And He feeleth for ou a O ,
And He shareth in our gladness.

Al t hough Chri st mas is@stheIceallesboraptaivdanfd)f_nC"th”r":'imsotrieS
incarnation, Cecil AlexanaoérayrS J1ger{|zetoh'tshehyr{“éqed’vas

to frambidebusn the ||ghtsc¥f°ré’té‘”ﬁhme§ﬁ“3' al ways want
inevitably ended up as

0
i

And our eyes at | ast slhall sdeeItHim, defimdRa
Through Hi s own redeeglpnjay I.aovue' yearson erhm
. av@ dCi ty the beginning
For that Child so dear a gen I
_ mo vi e s u perb arrangement
l's our Lord 'n.heaveMtq@QY%’unaccompan|ed sopr
And He | eads Hi s chl,lné:lJSemy QM n by the choir of

To the place where H%ltlﬁhélosnteart of their annu
Nine Lessons and Carol s.

I n another recent Home Worship Resource, Ken
spoke about a verse from this hymn that is now
often omitted. I n the verse, Cecil stressed that

iChristian mulsibédmiehdall
obedi ent, oBaudd wes khheow t h
are not
always | ike this and regd
failings they (and we) ar

Il firOncleeamntRéy i nDavif ad
School in the early 1960¢
I nfants Mistress Eleanor
that hymns were regul ar/|l
school assemblies. I hav
children sitting cross |
rows and singing t hesebhy
bl'y not always in tune.

a



Nusieal Treats

e are all il at ease
fore hold steadfast to
pl ace and time, even our |
For me one treat is @D f or
Hol y Ninghmy ti me, iffhethiatse bt

ticmn St 8tephen

The work was popularized f
lic by the indomitable Mar.i
l'y titled mul iMepl gt iChouMis s & Iml
Carey sold over 15 million
ly, plastering it |like so |
shops andwaiemitmgtsooms. I
hold her in warm regard t hi
by force of talent; render.]
Christmas stapinmenbdbdbrabonmal

[

[

vocal scholars past and pr
selves among the Carey dis
rehearsals of the original
sonations. They know who t|

As for our friend, the ori
Adams, he had to promis& hi
As part of the Nativity scpoesgetaupaireepuirnhmmsicli.
designed an art work that CornsepvandtesetdhAddiaangurt o Pe
and | ast Oneesesn &BY Lli tHaviltlome mer e Si Pwdrx fdréd iRetntpe e
reminds us that Jesus cameei@tiontéenworbdakbhscamposit,i
hel pl ess baby and as our LpepodwiankhsSanmdobong, wey his eal
|l ook forward to the time wben tunes for Parisian vaut
we will see Him in Heaven.the orchestra at the Gymna:
| ater became chorus master .
have hat &d hManreiyachd or nament

Not in that poor | owlgywht@mwd eDavid Jones escal :

With the oxen standidgrdeay music: once & ibrabhye.d |
We shall see Him, but i n heaven,

Set at Godht hand on |htisglb,egi nnings were inauspi

Wh e n, |l i ke stars, Hi s cimi 14 8nt @ rcoewrnecbad ate the r

Al'l in white shall waRoigugmawmel, a town of about

census. (We composers take

Graham Penn poet wrote extravagantly al

(in French, of course, thi:

musiChant Ems éy Laur ey 5anygo u
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Adol phe Adams by Maurim (Wi ki me
6Se2yR O2LENMNIKIDG

Roquemaur e

adhCWCrOc hL . v@e sotp e n

c

ncl e: a hit Wel | | not ¢
angui shed in that Ilittle
nli kely Adol phe Adams f a
ohn Sullivan Dwight, hum
ournal of Musi c. Heetr an
o idea where he got the
855. Then, usp Bf or sotno nD whi agshe
our uncle Bob di& tsdmewl y
icked up-spreanmthj ngeex Ame
ari ouplegaislury arrangemen

< T B 3S G OGcCc

How do we abet thi
Step®@2nOur modest arrange
ages a solo singer, or tw
%'a{’ldcotmﬁoenswonderful team of
partners in |ife and musi
pl easure of Jo Bia®enowm Ha
whet her | | ike conducting
because of all the colour
known, but it remains tru
significant part of what

special for me. This year
closer to my chest than e
t h@ttrue for many of wus.

S ar c (0]

Huw Belling

l'icence



@@mmmmug@U@[mum@ @{F ders

On a cold, wet, blustery Sunday, the Congregation a

Stepdemet in the warmth of fellowship for a serviec
that included the Commissioning of Elders.
Two beautiful pieces of music B B 2 c h g it

ti me of -twoe sMiimpuets in G & G mifinor
Celesta by Mark and the Allemafderf tdine pRirsct pl @s.hpi p

mi nor for solo violin played b ] lfl](last \bIO|SIO Io?th?-rp c:
The |lighting of the Christ Can@le reminded us thatfw

al ways in the presence of Chrigdaaese Whail i aPssci ghps
The prayer that foll owed decl aged that God i s abov |
beneath us, around us and Withir?uﬁlé;thlg\?irﬁé)ﬁﬁg,hdﬁg |
and |lighting our way. Mar garet de | a Gar d
The St St &€hheml Scholars |ifte our souls in an

ant hem o-ffl @guwa,i sjeddy doefs immainng, ho wi sdom

|l ove mosTracyghhen played anot Clorn,,the Ch.u(gcsupCO n

port our silent prayers and me|31h%ten%n§,v,g§lalppgp§??

peace to our city and in the wdgr

A reading fradm dPesed &n 2t he rscﬂ‘ddssitﬁinlei tMp Adlsfmn gi s g r
ders to tendé ¢xer il 9ichkg obd v &%
®laynd to be examplrest e < eérremd

el
i n
foll owed, Ken spoke about Jesus;j K%?‘Pﬁ??/'nng;yﬁilcﬁ?halnﬁé a
t h
or

Mg?rtivyll Cherrgtaffln

ose to |l ead the church not f om the elite, but 0 |
dinary people that He would

We know that it was through t hg¢ (1j e he Hofjy
that the el de®& swate Sth&sephieaor g i ft s

bestowed upon them by God to support the building up
our church.

After much prayerful consideration by individuals an:
congregation praying together, the el ders who have b

elected to the Discipleship and Church Councils are



During the commissioning, Andrew McCloud

(The Sydney Presbytery Tertiary Ministry
Organiser) read from the Uniting Church
Regul ation 3itwhki eh detrat ed:al |

give priorit® | nfeheobrbaoblbdtchny

up the Congregation in faith and | ove, sus-
taining members in hope, and | eading the
Congregation to a fuller participation in
Chr& smi ssion o.n the worl d

The candidates for eldership then affirmed
their vows; confessing anew that Jesus
Christ is Lord believing they are called by
God through the Church to His ministry, to
|l ive and work within the faith and unity of the
holy catholic and apostolic church. They
also promised to carry out their duties as
elders by r®l srageon God

After this, the congregation vowed to accept
the el ders before them, encouraging them in
|l ove and supporting them in the ministry of
serving together the one Lord Jesus Christ.
A very speci al part of the service was the

commi ssioning of Margaret Warden as
fEl der Eomehae tfusl | owi ng statement
frommMtalse s oofvab®nueerd t o
describe&Manmiqqarseatry to the Church
over maniyiflyeaWmsi ti ng Church

sees in pastoral care, exercised personally
on behalf of the Church, as an expression of
the fact that God always deals personally
with people, &w@oubdi hgveatGed

known among people and would have indi-

vi dual members take upon themselves the

form of da servant

The service concluded with prayers for the
people anilnaThemni s gl adness

ami d all sadness, Jesus, daystar of my
heasttng by the SGhdSrteelphen

Schol ar s.

We , along with the other member s of t he St
Stepd@e@hurch family, thank God for the
faithfulness of those chosen to |l ead our
Congregation and ask Him to bless and sus-
tain them in the important work to which
they have been call ed.

Graham and Caroline Penn



