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T he great painters of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance through to the present day have all been challenged in depicting the coming of the Holy 

Spirit. The modern image on the cover of this edition of Vision is no exception to 

the difficulty of how we might try to present this event. Acts 2: 1 ï 4a records the 

coming of the Holy Spirit among the disciples ñSuddenly a sound like the blowing 

of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to 

rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit . . .ò 

 

Such a momentous event which we all probably struggle to envisage. Within this 

magazine a number of our congregants have written about what Pentecost 

means to them personally through music and poetry, or for the church as a 

whole, or what it meant for the disciples and the early church, or likened fire that 

creates new growth in the Australian bush to the new life created in us through 

the Holy Spirit. However you view Pentecost, all our writers would agree that the 

Spirit dwells in us ñand everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.ò  

 

The Harpers have been in Narromine relieving the lay people for just over four 

weeks and write about conditions in the country at the moment ï all very dry. 

There is also a reminder that the visit by St Stephenôs to Narromine will take 

place over the June long week-end, travelling out on Friday 8 and returning to 

Sydney on Monday 11. Talk to those who visited during 2017 and hear about the 

wonderful time they had staying with their hosts and seeing life in the country 

first hand. Mark it in your diary and let Alan and Lauris know by 18 May if youôre 

able to come. First come first served. 

 

There are three profiles in this edition: our student Minister Andrew Jago, 

Sheena Wiard and Christine Morling. All have interesting stories to tell. There is 

a new look back page with notices regarding the church and information about a 

new monthly service which Ken has commenced on a Wednesday evening. If 

you like something a little different, would like to worship after work and have a 

meal with other like-minded people, then this is for you.  

 

I hope you enjoy this edition of Vision and pray that you are filled with the Holy 

Spirit at this time of Pentecost. 

Lauris Harper  

 

(All graphics within this publication, unless otherwise stated, are free stock) 
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U p & Go is a breakfast drink offered on supermarket shelves by our Adventist 

friends to give us energy to get going into the day. óUp and goô could be the name 

for this time of year in the liturgical calendar as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 

and the gift of the Holy Spirit to the church as it continues into the future. The Holy Spirit 

of Jesus is the spark to give energy for Jesusô mission to go into the world and offer the 

Kingdom of God. 

As a university vacation job I worked at Rookwood Cemetery cleaning up blackberry 

bushes around tombstones, digging those foot deep holes in plots where the backhoe 

could not reach between old graves, and mowing the paths between the often low-walled 

or wrought iron fenced graves.  

A young relative rang recently as their lawn mower had cut out in their backyard and 

wouldnôt restart. Spark plug, I thought. My generation had more to do with the spark plug. 

Tuning and the oil change of our first cars, cleaning the spark plugs, checking the gap, 

and listening to the clicks of the timing, and for 

me, maintaining the dusty lawn mowers of 

Rookwood.  The spark plug was often the  

issue for a faulty lawnmower. After a soaking 

in petrol in a jam tin and a scrub with the wire 

brush, the mower would splutter, blow out 

some smoke, and then roar.  

The Holy Spirit is the spark that jumps in the 

spark plug of the church and gives the óup and 

goô to the people of God.  Our young friend, 

whose mower was idle on the half-mown 

lawn, had the mower, the spark plug, the lead, 

but the spark could not make the connection.  

Itôs now fixed. He still had to mow the lawn 

though. The spark plug didnôt do all the work.  

With a bit of cleaning and adjusting: weôre  

firing away! So it is for the church in every 

generation. 

  

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and, with the spark of your 

love,  kindle a flame of sacred fire within us. 

Then, to Godôs glory, we shall be created, and you, Holy Spirit, shall  

renew the face of the earth.  

Holy Spirit, come.  

 Amen.          Rev Ken Day  
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I  tôs ironic that, like Easter, the day often described as the ñbirthday of the Churchò bears a name 

borrowed from a different faith. ñPentecostò was the 

name applied by Greek-speakers to the Jewish  

Festival of Weeks, and referred to the method of  

determining its date (fifty days after Passover). Thus, 

long before the time of Jesus, Greek-speaking Jews 

spoke of Pentecost. 

 

And so the festival which had drawn so many people 

to Jerusalem at the time of the events described by 

Luke in Acts 2 had nothing to do with Jesus, his  

resurrection or his followers. Theoretically, all able-

bodied Jewish men were required to travel to Jerusa-

lem to offer sacrifices in the Temple at this festival; 

and despite the fact that this injunction was impossi-

ble for, or ignored by, many in the wide diaspora of 

Jews, Jerusalem will have been full of visitors. As 

indeed Luke describes it ï there were Parthians, 

Medes and Elamites, people from Mesopotamia,  

Judaea, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia,  

Pamphylia, Egypt, Cyrene, Crete, Arabia and even 

Rome. Plot these places onto a map, and most of the 

eastern Mediterranean world is represented. Yet it 

was without doubt at this Jewish festival, with these 



 р 

Jewish people from throughout the eastern Roman 

Empire as witnesses, that the Christian Church was 

born. 

 

It may seem strange not to count the Churchôs birth 

from the central event of Christian faith, the resurrec-

tion of Jesus. Had Jesus not risen to new life, there 

would, there could, be no new faith. Christianity is the 

celebration of the grace and forgiveness of God  

revealed by the suffering of God himself on the cross, 

his death, and his resurrection to defeat the power of 

sin. It is with good reason that the Church universal 

bursts into joyful celebration and worship every Easter 

Sunday, and has done with undiminished enthusiasm 

for two millennia. Easter is our salvation. 

 

But it was the coming of the Holy Spirit which set the 

new believers and their new faith apart from the faith 

of Godôs peoples in former years. The essential differ-

ence was simple but profound: previously, Godôs  

Spirit had dwelt among his peoples; henceforth, Godôs 

Spirit would dwell within his people. Literally, within 

them. Jesus had promised this incredible event. 

 

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 

you in all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will 

speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is 

yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from 

what is mine and making it known to you. All that  

belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the 

Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to 

you. (John 16:13-16) 

 

No doubt the disciples who first heard these words 

had no idea what Jesus was talking about. The reality 

of the Trinity had not yet become apparent. Despite 

glimpses of the truth, such as Peterôs declaration, 

ñYou are the Christ, the son of the living God,ò           

G (Matthew 16:16), the penny had not yet dropped 

that Jesus was God incarnate, God himself come to 

dwell among them as a human being. Jesusô promise 

of the Spirit, and talk of the relationship between the 

Father and the Spirit and himself, would simply have  

confused and mystified the disciples. How could it 

have been otherwise? 

 

Until it all struck like a thunderbolt at Pentecost. 

ñThunderboltò was not the metaphor chosen by Luke; 

his was a violent wind and tongues of fire lapping at 

the apostles. Probably neither truly captures the dra-

ma of the moment that so affected all those present. 

The Bible is full of inadequate metaphors seeking to 
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I  n Australia wind and flame carry one over-whelming meaning ï bushfire. Immediately our 

thoughts quite correctly turn to the threat to bush-

land, animals, homes and people, and the possible 

loss of life. We probably all know someone who is 

involved in the Rural Fire Service (RFS) or State 

Emergency Services (SES) who will be battling the 

blazes. But fire in Australia is not all bad news. In 

fact it can also be life giving. While no one likes the 

sight of a burned forest, fire is important for the 

functioning of a number of ecosystems and many 

plants have specific adaptations that respond to fire 

for reproductive purposes.  

 

Some plants, such as the Eucalyptus, Hakea and 

Banksia, have serotinous cones or fruits that are 

completely sealed with resin. These cones/fruits 

can only open to release their seeds after the heat 

of a fire has physically melted the resin. Other  

Eucalypt species have buds under the bark which, 

after burning, emerge to produce new leaves and 

branches (epicormic growth). Some Banksia  

species and other shrubs have swollen stem bases 

or underground woody organs (lignotubers) from 

which new shoots can emerge. 

 

To take advantage of the ash-fertilized soil, the Aus-

tralian grass tree (Xanthorrhoea australis) is able to 

flower prolifically after a fire. Its conspicuous flower 

describe the presence of God. Some experiences are 

beyond words. 

 

Yet words were one part of the immediate effect of 

the drama. The time since Jesusô resurrection had 

been one of preparation. It is clear that Jesus  

revealed a great deal to the disciples in this time, 

granting them insights and understandings that would 

have been impossible for them before they had wit-

nessed the resurrection. The community of Christians 

had stuck together, choosing Matthias to take the 

place of Judas in leadership. All was in readiness. But 

it was only as a result of the drama of Pentecost ï as 

an immediate, direct result ï that Peter stood among 

a crowd, gathered for quite a different celebration, to 

preach the first ever Christian sermon. ñTherefore let 

all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Je-

sus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christò (Acts 

2:36). We are told that about three thousand people 

became Christians that day (2:41). The Christian 

Church had been born. And the architect of the 

Church was the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Pentecost, 

who has been the precious gift of the Church ever 

since that day. 

 

That the Spirit now dwells within us is both a daunting 

and an exhilarating prospect. That each follower of 

the risen Lord Jesus literally has a God-presence 

within them is surely a gift beyond words. The Spiritôs 

work is to build us up, and in building us up, to build 

up the Church. With the Spirit, our potential can be 

unlimited, if we nurture the life of the Spirit within us; if 

we feed on Word and Sacrament and prayer, and  

allow the Spirit to flourish as part of us. With the Spirit 

within us, we embody Pentecost and we live as the 

body of Christ. 

 

May our celebration of the Churchôs birthday truly  

reflect the profound gift given by God to his children 

on that epochal day in Jerusalem! 

 

Alan Harper OAM  
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spikes are often the first sign that 

the plant has survived a blaze. 

The Tasmanian ray flower 

(Cyphanthera tasmanica), a rare 

plant found at Freycinet, may  

disappear for years in the  

absence of fire and then germi-

nate following a fire. Some native 

orchids only flower immediately 

after fire and sprout from bulbs 

which may have lain dormant in 

the soil for up to 20 years. 

 

Fire can be life giving, and just as 

we see new life emerge in our 

Australian bush, so in the book of 

Acts we see the coming of the 

Holy Spirit at Pentecost through 

fire and flame. The tongues of 

fire ñrested on each of them   

(2:3), just as the tongues of fire 

rest on individual plants; and  

Peter explained to the crowd that 

Joel had prophesied that God 

would ñpour out his Spirit on all 

[the] peopleò (2:17). The Spirit 

gives us all new life. 

Lauris Harper  
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D uring my 22 years as Rector of Chester Hill with Sefton, we used mainly familiar 

hymns to accompany the regular lectionary (the 

plan of Sunday readings) but sometimes sang 

new hymns, and at times I wrote one for a special 

occasion.  The one below was certainly not one of 

the best but we sang it once or twice for what the 

Book of Common Prayer names Whitsunday, now 

often called Pentecost. 

Englandôs Whitsun Walks on its sadly now abol-

ished Whitsun holidays, and our Whitsunday  

Islands, and Larkinôs poem, The Whitsun Wed-

dings, are reminders of the traditional name.  I 

tend to think it comes not from the white clothing 

of the newly baptised, for that was worn also on 

Easter Day and indeed at all christenings, but 

from ñwitò, that is, wisdom (ñkeep your wits about 

youò).  The book of Proverbs speaks of Wisdom, 

and we celebrate Hagios Sophia, Sancta Sophia, 

the Holy Spirit of God, on this lovely festival. 

Recently American (?) influence has led to poin-

settia being associated with Christmas but in our 

C. of E. churches, when I grew up, its red flame-

like leaves (or brachts) in autumn linked it with the 

story in Acts 2 of the ñday of Pentecostò and our 

churches were always decorated with poinsettia 

on Whitsunday.  From what part of my mind some 

of the words of the hymn come from and 

what exactly they all mean I am not sure !  

However, our mellow autumn comes after 

our escape from the ñEgyptianò heat of 

summer. 

This hymn could be sung to ñSt Georgeò to 

which we sing ñChrist the Lord is risen  

todayò, appropriately since Whitsunday or 

Pentecost concludes our Eastertide. 

Pentecost poinsettia  

with its fiery Whitsun flame 

tells of one wise, warming day 

when Godôs holy Spirit came 

sounding like a mighty wind, 

nonetheless re-birthing calm; 

that same Spirit genders joy, 

spendthrift offers christening balm. 

 

Celebrate the Spiritôs gifts, 

seen in Jesus, sane and clear; 

with the Spiritôs harvesting 

Godôs own autumn time is here 

to be melded with Godôs peace, 

mellow walk at Whitsuntide: 

Babel, Babylon are felled, 

beauty, goodness, truth abide. 

 

Rev John Bunyan  
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The Holy Spirit - God's gift 

 

G od is Love, and love is his first gift, containing all others. God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

Pentecost is the festival when Christians celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is regarded as the birth-

day of the Christian Church. 

The symbols of Pentecost are the flame, wind and the dove, which represent the Holy Spirit. For me, 

Pentecost is a happy festival; Ministers in our church wear robes with red, as do the Choir, as a symbol 

of the flames in which the Holy Spirit came to earth. Lovely Hymns sung at Pentecost include one of my 

favouritesΣ O Breath of Life, come sweeping through us. 

Judith Barton  
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Reflections on the significance of  

Pentecost 

 

 

T he passage in Acts Chapter 2 describing the visitation of the Holy Spirit on the day 

of Pentecost has been the subject of both  

devotion and disbelief, reverence and fear ï 

and has provided discussion for theologians 

and inspiration for poets like William Blake, 

and artists like Giotto, Titian and Van Dyke. 

The intensity and energy of the moment, cap-

tured by Mark DeBolt in his Pentecost  

Villanellette, are palpable: 

ñNot as a dove the Holy Spirit came 

To the disciples gathered in a room 

But as a violent wind and tongues of flame 

A cyclone roared the ineffable name 

As fire on each blushing brow did bloom 

Not as a dove the Holy Spirit came.ò 

 

This was not the Holy Spirit of Luke's gospel 

descending as a dove at Christ's baptism, but 

a more powerful manifestation. It resulted in 

the birth of the early church with the addition of 

three thousand that same day, following the 

declaration and witnessing of the same Peter 

who had denied knowledge of Christ but fifty 

days earlier. 

The famous English poet, William Blake,  

describes Pentecost in this way: 

ñUnless the tongue catch fire 

The God will not be named 

Unless the heart catch fire 

The God will not be loved. 

Unless the mind catch fire 

The God will not be known.ò 

 

Romany White  

Evôry time I feel the spirit moving in 

my heart, I will pray 

 

 

T hroughout all of history, there has  

never been a more powerful way to 

share the Christian message than through 

the spiritual gift of music. In the Middle Ages, 

two monks chanting different musical lines at 

the same time gave birth to Notre Dame  

polyphony ï a music that struck Western cul-

ture with a newfound awe and reverence for 

God. In the wake of the Protestant Refor-

mation, congregations sang hymns together 

for the first time, creating a spiritual unity of 

Godôs people through music that has carried 

the Good News to all corners of the Earth. 

During the American Civil War, African Amer-

ican spirituals were the anchor with which 

slaves clung on to messages of hope and 

salvation in dark times. 

 

Music is a beacon of spiritual truth for all 

times. This Pentecost, I pray that the Holy 

Spirit moves in the hearts of Godôs people at 

St Stephenôs.  

 

Nico Tjoelker  
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